
C
IT

Y
O

F
B

E
T

H
L

E
H

E
M

D
epaP

nntofC
om

inuity
andEconom

icD
eve1opim

t
JnteiofficeM

eni

T
o:

P
lanning

C
om

m
ission

M
em

bers

F
rom

:
T

racy
E.

S
am

uelson,
P

lanning
and

Z
oning

B
ureau

R
e:

W
aiver

R
equest

for
O

ff
S

treet
P

arking
in

Front
of

P
roposed

B
uilding,

565
W

.
L

ehigh
S

treet

D
ate:

A
ugust

19,
2019

E
nclosed

is
a

revised
site

plan
from

Jam
a

P
roperties

for
the

construction
of

a
3

story
m

ultifam
ily

apartm
ent

building,
a

letter
from

A
tty.

Jam
es

H
olzinger

dated
A

ugust
8,

2019,
and

a
letter

from
D

om
inic

V
illani

dated
July

23,
2019.

A
rticle

1311.03
of

the
Z

oning
O

rdinance
allow

s
w

aivers
to

the
D

esign
G

uidelines
in

the
Z

oning
O

rdinance
to

be
granted

by
the

P
lanning

C
om

m
ission

for
properties

if
existing

site
conditions,

the
nature

of
the

proposed
use,

hardships,
or

innovations
in

technology
w

arrant
a

w
aiver.

T
he

property
ow

ner,
Jam

a
P

roperties,
is

once
again

requesting
a

w
aiver

for
the

placem
ent

of
parking

spaces
betw

een
the

front
of

the
building

and
the

front
property

line.
S

ection
1311.04(b)

of
the

Z
oning

O
rdinance

reads,
“Surface

off-street
parking

shall
be

located
to

the
rear

or
side

of
principal

buildings,
as

opposed
to

being
new

ly
placed

betw
een

the
front

lot
line

along
a

street
and

the
front

w
all

of
a

new
principal

building”.
T

his
request

w
as

not
acted

upon
by

the
P

lanning
C

om
m

ission
at

its
July

11,
2019

m
eeting,

therefore
no

w
aiver

w
as

granted.

Since
that

m
eeting,

the
applicant

m
et

w
ith

P
lanning

B
ureau

staff
and

presented
a

revised
plan

elim
inating

parking
directly

in
front

of
the

entrance,
adding

payers,
a

pedestrian
w

alkw
ay,

and
landscaping

to
enhance

the
front

entrance.
T

he
Z

oning
H

earing
B

oard
granted

num
erous

variances
for

the
construction

of
the

3
story

m
ultifam

ily
dw

elling
at

its
July

24,
2019

hearing.
In

A
tty.

H
olzinger’s

A
ugust

8,
2019

letter,
he

explained
that

a
site

survey
w

as
com

pleted
indicating

the
existence

of
a

significant
drainage

sw
ale

to
the

rear
of

the
P

roperty
on

the
abutting

C
onrail

property.
T

his
sw

ale
extends

into
the

subject
property.

W
hen

the
current

building
w

as
built,

the
sw

ale
at

the
rear

of
the

subject
property

w
as

filled
w

ith
construction

debris,
grass

clippings,
etc.

T
he

current
developer,

M
r.

V
illani,

hired
a

consultant
to

conduct
an

analysis
of

the
fill

in
early

A
ugust.T

he
consultant

confirm
ed

that
the

rear
area

of
the

property
w

as
filled

in
after

the
current

building
w

as
com

pleted,
and

the
rear

of
the

property
w

as
unsuitable

for
developm

ent,
including

a
parking

area
and

a
retaining

w
all.

A
retaining

w
all

w
ould

involve
obtaining

easem
ents

from
the

C
onrail

property
and

possibly
further

disrupt
the

established
sides

of



the
C

onrail
sw

ale.
See

additional
attached

letters
from

C
T

L
C

onsultants
and

Jam
es

M
.

C
asilio.

B
ased

upon
this

additional
inform

ation,
w

e
recom

m
end

the
approval

of
the

w
aiver

request
for

the
location

of
off

Street parking
in

front
of

the
proposed

m
ultifam

ily
building,

conditional
upon

inclusion
of

the
front

parking
lot

am
enities

show
n

on
the

site
plan

exhibit.

T
his

w
aiver

request
w

ill
be

presented
at

the
A

ugust
26,

2019
P

lanning
C

om
m

ission
m

eeting

T
racy

F.
S

am
uelson

A
ssistant

D
irector

of
P

lanning
and

Z
oning
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A
ugust

19, 2019

D
om

inic
V

illani,
Jr.

709
Jennings

Place
B

ethlehem
,

PA
18017

R
E

:
565

W
est

L
ehigh

Street,
B

ethlehem
,

PA
E

xisting
Soil

C
onditions

atthe
R

ear
ofthe

B
uilding

D
ear

M
r.

V
illani:

A
s

requested,
C

ertified
T

esting
L

aboratories,
Inc.

(C
T

L
),

w
as

on
site,

atthe
above

referenced
project,

on
8/19/2019

to
conduct

a
lim

ited
visual

site
inspection.

T
he

lim
ited

site
inspection

consisted
of

observing
the

existing
soil

conditions
at

the
south

end
ofthe

property,
betw

een
the

rear
ofthe

existing
building

and
the

southern
property

line
bordering

the
N

orfork
&

Southern
R

ailroad
property

and
review

ing
a

H
anover

E
ngineering

A
ssociates,

Inc.
draw

ing
titled

Planting
and

Soil
E

rosion
C

ontrol
Plan

and
dated

9-22-87.

C
T

L
m

ade
the

follow
ing

observations:
•

T
he

area
behind

the
fence

line
appears

to
have

been
recently

cleared
ofovergrow

th
•

T
here

is
a

steep
elevation

change
leading

to
the

D
rainage

and
U

tility
E

asem
ent

•
T

he
area

betw
een

the
fence

line
and

the
D

rainage
and

U
tility

E
asem

entappears
to

have
been

filled
•

A
shallow

test pit,
that

appears
to

have
been

recently
dug,

w
as

observed
•

T
he

testpit
soil

w
as

a
fine

grained
soil

and
appeared

to
be

lightbrow
n

silty
clay

•
C

onstruction
debris

w
as

observed
atthe

test pit
including

bricks,
cobbles

and
m

etal
straps

•
O

ther
rubble

and
debris

w
as

observed
partially

buried
including

deteriorated
dim

ension
lum

ber,
concrete

and
tires

•
T

he
ground

surface
w

as
not

level

It
is

C
T

L
’s

opinion
thatthe

observed
existing

soils
are

fill
m

aterial.
Furtherm

ore,the
fill

m
aterial

appears
to

have
been

deposited
in

an
uncontrolled

m
anner

w
ithoutregard

to
the

suitability
ofthe

soil
m

aterial
or

placem
ent

in
a

system
atic

and
controlled

m
anner.

B
ased

on
the

above
observations,

it
is

C
T

L
’s

opinion
thatthe

existing
soil

m
aterial

is
unsuitable

to
supporta

structure
or

pavem
ent.

Future
developm

ent
ofthe

area
w

ould
require

the
excavation

and
rem

oval
of the

existing
soil

m
aterial

and
be

replaced
w

ith
fill

m
aterial

designed
for

the
intended

use
and

placed
in

a
series

of
com

pacted
lifts

to
the

desired
elevation.

754
E

ast
F

airview
S

treet
•

B
ethlehem

,
PA

1
8
0
1
8
.

(610)
865-2674

•
Fax

(610)
974-9215
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Jam
es

M
.

C
asilio,

P.E
.

3412
Jacoby

R
d.

C
oopersburg,

PA
18036

M
r.

D
om

inic
V

illani,Jr.
A

ugust
16,

2019

709
Jennings

Place
B

ethlehem
,

PA
18017

RE:
565

W
L

ehigh
St.

—
B

ethlehem
,

PA
E

valuation
of

E
xisting

Soils
-

S
outh

S
ection

of
the

P
roperty

M
r.

V
illani:

T
he

scope
of

this
evaluation

entails
assessing

the
nature

of
th

e
existing

soils
along

the
south

end
of

th
e

property,
betw

een
th

e
existing

com
m

ercial
structure

and
th

e
southern

property
line

bordering
property

of
the

N
orfolk

&
S

outhern
R

ailroad.
It

is
m

y
understanding

th
at

this
area

is
subject

to
a

drainage

easem
ent.

O
n

A
ugust

12,
2019

Ivisited
this

site,
and

review
ed

the
site

plans
from

previous
developm

ent
and

th
e

proposed
redevelopm

ent.
I conducted

a
visual

inspection
on

the
existing

conditions
and

noted
th

e

follow
ing:T

he
area

noted
w

as
trim

m
ed

of
w

eeds
and

brush.
T

here
is

a
significant

change
in

elevation

b
etw

een
th

e
area

adjacent
to

the
existing

structure
and

th
e

southern
property

line.
T

he
ow

ner

had
prepared

several
hand-dug

shallow
pits

to
aid

in
the

assessm
ent.

T
he

soil(s)
observed

include
a

m
ixture

of
fine-grained

residual
soils

(brow
n

silty
clay)

typical
to

this
area

and

construction
debris

including
concrete,

brick,
and

block,
along

w
ith

o
th

er
rubble.

T
he

topography
noted

on
th

e
1987

site
plan

differs
from

w
hat

Iobserved.

It
is

m
y

opinion
th

at
this

area
w

as
filled

during
or

follow
ing

the
construction

of
the

existing
building.

T
he

observed
nature

of
this

fill
m

aterial
indicates

th
at

itw
as

placed
w

ithout
consideration

for
the

quality
of

th
e

fill
m

aterial
utilized.

B
ased

upon
th

e
above

noted
observations,

it
is

m
y

opinion
th

at
this

m
aterial

w
ould

be
unsuitable

for

support
of

a
structure

or
pavem

ent.

If future
developm

ent
plans

w
ould

call
for

a
pavem

ent
to

be
placed

over
th

ese
existing

soils,
p
ru

d
en

t

construction
practices

w
ould

dictate
th

at
th

ese
m

aterials
be

rem
oved

and
replaced

w
ith

fill
designed

for

the
intended

purpose,
properly

placed
and

consolidated,
and

tested
to

ensure
its

perform
ance.

P
lease

feel
free

to
contact

m
e

w
ith

any
questions.

M
.L

lam
es

M
.

C
asilio,

P.E.
‘PA

36534E



L
A

W
O

F
F

IC
E

S

H
O

L
Z

IN
G

E
R

,
H

A
R

A
K

3
S

C
O

M
IL

L
IO

1216
L

IN
D

E
N

S
T

R
E

E
T

P.
0
.

B
O

X
1

4
0

9

JA
M

E
S

J.
H

O
L

Z
IN

G
E

R
B

E
T

H
L

E
H

E
M

,
P

E
N

N
S

Y
L

V
A

N
IA

1
8
0
1
6

T
E

L
E

P
H
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P
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V
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M
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L
IO

D
E

R
E

K
P.

R
IC

H
M

O
N

D

A
u

g
u

st
8
,

2
0
1
9

M
r.

R
o

b
e
rt

M
e
lo

sk
y

,
C

h
a
irm

a
n

P
la

n
n
in

g
C

o
m

m
issio

n
1

0
E

a
s
t

C
h
u
rc

h
S

tr
e
e
t

B
e
th

le
h
e
m

PA
1
8
0
1
8

R
e
:

5
6

5
W

e
st

L
e
h
ig

h
S

tr
e
e
t

(th
e

“
P

ro
p
e
rty

”
)

D
e
a
r

M
r.

M
e
lo

sk
y
:

A
s

y
o

u
k
n
o
w

,
th

is
o
f
f
ic

e
re

p
re

s
e
n
ts

5
6
5

W
e
st

L
e
h

ig
h

P
a
rtn

e
rs

L
L

C
(th

e
“
A

p
p

lic
a
n

t”
)

w
ith

re
s
p

e
c
t

to
th

e
a
b
o
v
e

c
a
p

tio
n

e
d

P
ro

p
e
rty

.

F
o

llo
w

in
g

th
e

a
p

p
e
a
ra

n
c
e

b
e
fo

re
th

e
P

la
n
n
in

g
C

o
m

m
issio

n
o
n

J
u

ly
1

1
,

2
0

1
9

,
a
t

w
h
ic

h
tim

e
th

e
P

la
n
n
in

g
C

o
m

m
issio

n
re

c
o
m

m
e
n
d
e
d

to
th

e
Z

o
n
in

g
H

e
a
rin

g
B

o
a
rd

(“Z
H

B
”)

th
a
t

p
a
rk

in
g

s
h
o
u
ld

b
e

in
lin

e
w

ith
o

r
b

e
h

in
d

a
n
y

p
ro

p
o

s
e
d

b
u

ild
in

g
,

th
e

A
p
p
lic

a
n
t

p
re

p
a
re

d
fo

r
a
n

a
p
p
e
a
ra

n
c
e

b
e
fo

re
th

e
Z

H
B

s
c
h
e
d
u
le

d
fo

r
J
u

ly
2

4
,

2
0

1
9

(a
n

a
p

p
lic

a
tio

n
h

a
v

in
g

b
e
e
n

a
lre

a
d
y

s
u

b
m

itte
d

to
th

e
Z

H
B

p
r
io

r
to

y
o
u
r

J
u
ly

1
1

m
e
e
tin

g
)

.
D

u
rin

g
p
re

p
a
ra

tio
n

fo
r

th
e

Z
H

B
a
p

p
e
a
ra

n
c
e
,

a
s
ite

s
u
rv

e
y

w
as

c
o
m

p
le

te
d

th
a
t

sh
o
w

e
d

th
a
t

th
e
re

is
a

c
o
n
s
id

e
ra

b
le

d
ra

in
a
g

e
s
w

a
le

to
th

e
re

a
r

o
f

th
e

P
ro

p
e
rty

,
th

e
d
e
e
p
e
s
t

p
a
r
t

b
e
in

g
o
n

C
o

n
ra

il
o
w

n
e
d

la
n
d

a
b

u
ttin

g
th

e
r
e
a
r

o
f

th
e

P
ro

p
e
rty

,
b
u
t

m
o
re

im
p

o
rta

n
tly

,
th

a
t

th
is

sw
a
le

b
y

d
e
s
ig

n
e
x
te

n
d
e
d

in
to

th
e

r
e
a
r

o
f

th
e

P
ro

p
e
rty

(a
s

sh
o
w

n
o
n

th
e

g
ra

d
in

g
p
la

n
fo

r
th

e
e
x

is
tin

g
b

u
ild

in
g

/d
e
v

e
lo

p
m

e
n

t
o

f
th

e
P

ro
p

e
rty

)
.

In
a
d
d
itio

n
,

th
e

o
r
ig

in
a
l

g
ra

d
in

g
p
la

n
a
ls

o
sh

o
w

e
d

th
a
t

th
e

s
w

a
le

a
t

th
e

r
e
a
r

is
in

a
d
e
fin

e
d

e
a
s
e
m

e
n
t

sh
o
w

n
o
n

th
a
t

o
r
ig

in
a
l

p
la

n
.

O
u
r

s
u
rv

e
y

f
u
r
th

e
r

sh
o

w
e
d

th
a
t

th
e

o
r
ig

in
a
l

s
lo

p
e

o
f

th
e

s
w

a
le

th
a
t

e
x

is
te

d
a
t

th
e

re
a
r

o
f

th
e

P
ro

p
e
rty

w
as

so
m

e
w

h
a
t

“
le

v
e
le

d
o
ff”

b
y

th
e

d
u
m

p
in

g
o

f
c
o
n
s
tru

c
tio

n
d
e
b
ris

,
g
ra

s
s

c
lip

p
in

g
s
,

a
n
d

r
e
la

te
d

m
a
te

r
ia

ls
.

T
h

e
A

p
p
lic

a
n
t

b
e
in

g
c
o
n
c
e
rn

e
d

a
b
o
u
t

th
is

o
r
ig

in
a
l

s
w

a
le

a
re

a
(n

o
w

p
a
r
tia

lly
f
ille

d
in

),
r
e
ta

in
e
d

C
e
r
tif

ie
d

T
e
s
tin

g
L

a
b
s

(“C
T

L
”)

to
c
o
n
d
u
c
t

a
n

a
n
a
ly

s
is

o
f

th
e

“
f
ill”

in
th

a
t

a
re

a
.

U
p
o
n

f
ie

ld
in

s
p
e
c
tio

n
,

C
T

L
c
o

n
firm

e
d

th
a
t

th
e

a
re

a
w

a
s,

in
f
a
c
t,

f
ille

d
in

a
f
te

r
c
o
m

p
le

tio
n

o
f

th
e

o
r
ig

in
a
l

d
e
v

e
lo

p
m

e
n

t,
a
n
d

f
u

r
th

e
r
,

th
a
t

th
e

f
i
l
l
/
s
o
i
l
s

a
t

th
e

r
e
a
r

o
f

th
e



4

P
ro

p
e
rty

w
e
re

“
u
n
s
u
ita

b
le

”
fo

r
a
n
y

ty
p
e

o
f

d
e
v
e
lo

p
m

e
n
t,

in
c
lu

d
in

g
a

p
a
rk

in
g

a
re

a
,

w
ith

o
u

t
th

e
A

p
p
lic

a
n
t

in
c
u
rrin

g
c
o
n
s
id

e
ra

b
le

e
x
p
e
n
s
e

to
re

m
o
v
e

a
ll

u
n
a
c
c
e
p
ta

b
le

f
i
l
l

a
n
d

in
s
ta

ll
a

r
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p
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b
ta

in
in

g
a
p

p
ro

v
a
l

to
g
o

o
n

th
e

C
o
n
ra

il
p
ro

p
e
rty

a
n
d

b
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b
lis

h
e
d

s
id

e
s

o
f

th
e

e
x
is

tin
g

C
o

n
ra
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a
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c
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b
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b
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P
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p
r
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c
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r
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b
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